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Synopsis

Mary (White) Rowlandson was a colonial American woman who was captured during an attack by
Native Americans during King Philip’s War and held ransom for 11 weeks. After being released, she
wrote A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson, also known as The
Sovereignty and Goodness of God. It is a work in the literary genre of captivity narratives. It is
considered to be one of America’s first bestsellers, four editions appearing in 1682 when it was first

published.
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Customer Reviews

Mary Rowlandson gives a very honest account of her experience as a captive of Indians beginning
Feb. 10, 1675, during Metacom’s (or King Philop’s) War 1675-1676. She was released about three
months later. Her children were captives as well, one died in captivity. She gives all the glory to God
for her protection, provision, and support. Much Scriptural reference is provided. She was a godly
woman giving glory to God. She had no regard for her captors but learned the "system" for survival.
This narrative is a classic, esp. since few women (1) lived to testify of their captivity and (2) had the
ability to write about it. | recommend this book to anyone interested in Colonial America, survival

through adversity, and glorifying the Lord.

This book is a must if you want to understand the life of colonist captives during the colonial period.
Mary is really whiney but it creates a well rounded view of the English and the Native americans

fighting for their survival



| was pleased to obtain the complete text of Mary Rowlandson’s narrative of her captivity
experiences. As a bonus this book has extensive additional material, plus commentary by Neal
Salisbury. | live in the town where King Philip lived. This book brings to life many aspects of King

Philip’s War (1675-76).

An amazing incite into the beliefs and times of the Puritans and what people will go thru and still

thank God.

Book arrived in 3 days, not too bad. Only issue was there was writing in the margin that awayed my

opinion on the reading. Wasn’t a easy topic to read. Only read it for an assignment in History class.

| lived in the area where Mary Rowlandson was abducted and | now live in the area where her
daughter died while she was held captive. Mary’s book gave a great perspective to King Philip’s
War. Very interesting to see that this book was the second most popular book of its time, the first

book was also written by a woman.

| liked how this lady not only told of the indians capture, but also of how she as well as others in the
pilgrims had become lax in their faith in God so she felt her captivity was to open her eyes and

re-establish her belief in God.

A great analysis of a well-known captivity narrative, with much needed historical reorientation.
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